
Minutes of a Fairtrade Steering Group meeting held on Thursday 16th July 2026 at St 
John’s Methodist Church 

Present: Cllr Nigel Bennett, Rev Ruth Ridge, Rev Andy Jowitt, Rev Sally Morris, Simon 
Willis, Christine Willis, Alison Peace, Malcolm Snow, Elizabeth Lee, and Gill Phillips 

1 Apologies 

Apologies were received from Mary Thompson,  Sarah 
Leedham, and Michelle Mandry,  
 

 

2 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st May 
2026 were agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 

3 Moving Forward 

• Local Council Support 
A date for a coffee/tea morning had been put in the 
Town Hall diary – Monday September 28th.  The event 
would be shared.with MacMillan who would have any 
proceeds.  We were asking that fairtrade tea and coffee 
should be served.  It would be possible to have an 
information stand with information about Fairtrade.  The 
Town Hall would be hosting the event and Mel would be 
the contact.  Thanks were due to Adrian and the Town 
Council for agreeing to host this event. 

  

• List of local suppliers of Fairtrade products.  
Michelle had supplied a list of fairtrade products 
currently available at Roys – copy attached.  There were 
no other additions to the list. 
 

• Support from local organisations 
Michelle reported that Sudbury Speakers Club had 
agreed to provide fairtrade refreshments at their 
meetings 
Ruth said Air Cadets were looking into the possibility of 
using Fairtrade products and that she would speak to 
them again.   
Long Melford Beavers had asked for someone to go to 
one of their meetings.  Gill had organised a meeting full 
of fairtrade activities for them. 
Sally suggested that Hunnaballs might be prepared to 
sponsor a fairtrade activity/event 
Ruth said she had not yet been able to speak to her 
contacts at Esquires.  She would keep trying. 
 
Malcolm said he had written an article about fairtrade for 
St Gregs and asked for volunteers to help take fairtrade 
forward at St Gregs 
 

• Committee Officers and Members 
Ruth said that no-one had come forward so she 
suggested that we continue as we are. Hopefully events 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to speak to Air Cadets again 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to speak to Hunnaballs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



over fairtrade fortnight might generate some interest and 
more people might join the committee.  It was agreed 
that an invitation to join the committee should be 
included with the information leaflets put out at the 
events planned for fairtrade fortnight 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Fairtrade Fortnight 
Town Hall Event 

• The coffee/tea morning would take place in the Town 
Hall on Monday 28th September from 11.00 – 2.00.  The 
event would be shared with MacMillan.  People would 
be needed to man the occasion. The following offered to 
be there: 
Nigel, Alison, Andy, Ruth.   Ruth would contact Mary 
Thompson to see if she would also be available. 
Consideration was given to what should be on 
display/available to be given out at this event.   
- It was suggested that a fairtrade hamper could be 
offered as a raffle prize with MacMillans receiving the 
proceeds. 
- there would be an opportunity to sign the fairtrade 
petition 
- Andy’s information leaflet with insert inviting people to 
join committee 
-stickers and badges [provided by Fairtrade 
- Fairtrade teabags could be given away 

 
Ruth will check with Mel how much space would be 
available 
 

It was also suggested that people could be asked to bake 
and donate cakes using fairtrade ingredients. 
 
Nigel made the point that we need most of our information 
resources for the Market stall.  Chris said that there would 
be further promotional material coming from both Fairtrade 
and from Transform Trade which could be used. 
 
Fairtrade Coffee Morning 
It was confirmed that St John’s would be holding their usual 
fairtrade coffee morning 
 
Market Stall 
It was agreed to see if it was possible to book a market stall, 
and a gazebo on Saturday 26th September for the morning 
[9.00 to 12.00].  Andy and Nigel said they would be able to 
man it and Sally said she could come for the end of the 
morning.  It was thought that Mary Thompson might be able 
to help with this event as well. 
Nigel reminded the meeting that it was important to book the 
gazebo as soon as possible.  It would be set up and taken 
down by Council officials. 
It was agreed that if 26th September was not available, the 
19th September could be an alternative. [Nigel, Alison and 
Sally confirmed they could cover that date if needed]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to contact Mary Thompson to 
see if she would also be available 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to check with Mel whether a 
raffle would be appropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to check with Mel how much 
space would be available 
 
 
Ruth to check with Mel whether 
home baked cakes would be 
acceptable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruth to finalise booking for market 
stall + gazebo as soon as possible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Members were asked to collect fairtrade packaging from 
items they used for display purposes 
 

 
Everyone asked to save fairtrade 
packaging from goods they use in 
case needed for display purposes 
 

5 Any Other Business 
. 
1. Malcolm asked how we could access money in our 

account if needed.  The only two signatories to the 
account were Peter Heard and Malcolm Offord.  It was 
agreed that this needed to be sorted out, not least for 
Peter’s peace of mind.  

2. It was suggested that a showing of “National Emergency 
Briefing” - a public information initiative to ensure the UK 
is fully briefed on the climate and nature crisis .The film 
itself takes about 50 minutes and there is then the 
opportunity to discuss the issues raised.  It was agreed 
to look into the possibility of showing the film at St 
John’s [advertising it as being shown at “St John’s 
Community Hall”] after fairtrade fortnight.  MPs and 
leaders of local organisations could be invited.  It could 
be publicised through CTiS&D News and through A 
Rocha.  St John’s could host it in large hall.  The loop 
system could be set up in the hall by then. 

 
 
Malcolm or Ruth to contact Peter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gill to make initial enquiries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Date of next meeting 
The next meeting would be held on Thursday September 
10th  at 7.30 at St John’s. 

 

 



FairTrade products stocked by Roy’s (13th July 2026) 

 

Co-op Irresistible English Breakfast Tea Bags x50 

Co-op 99 Blend Tea Bags x160 

Clipper Organic Tea Bags x50 

Clipper Organic Earl Grey Tea Bags x40 

Clipper Organic Green Tea Bags x40 

Clipper Organic decaf Tea Bags x40 

 

Co-op Irresistible Single Origin Colombian Instant Coffee x100g 

Co-op Italian Style Coffee Beans 200g 

Co-op Italian Decaf Ground Coffee 200g 

Co-op French Style Ground Coffee 20og 

Co-op French roast & ground Coffee 200g 

Percol Americano ground coffee 200g 

Percol Americano Ground Coffee Bags x20 

Percol Colombian Ground Coffee Bags x20 

 

Tate & Lyle White Sugar Cubes 500g 

Tate & Lyle Brown Sugar Cubes 500g 

Tate & Lyle Unrefined Demerara Sugar 1kg 

Tate & Lyle Dark Brown Soft Sugar 500g 

Tate & Lyle Light Brown Soft Sugar 500g 

Tate & Lyle Dark Muscovado Sugar 500g 

Tate & Lyle Light Muscovado Sugar 500g 

Tate & Lyle Cane Jam Sugar 1kg 

 

Co-op Instant Hot Chocolate Drink 

Clipper Drinking Chocolate 

Co-op Chocolate Coated Malted Milk 250g 

Co-op Bourbon Creams 300g 

Co- Milk Chocolate Digestives 300g 

 

Brabantia Ironing Board Cover 

Brabantia Ironing Board & Cover 
 


