Notes from a Fair Trade Steering Group Meeting held on 15th January 2026 at 7.30pm 
at St John’s Methodist Church
Present: Cllr Adrian Stohr, Cllr Nigel Bennett, Revd Sally Morris, Revd Andy Jowitt, Sarah Leedham, Simon Willis, Christine Willis, Michelle Mandry, Elizabeth Lee, Malcolm Snow, Gill Phillips, Revd Ruth Ridge
Apologies: Peter Heard, Alison Peace. (Mary Thompson and Ann Lycett)
Welcomes: We began the meeting by introducing ourselves and saying why we each feel Fair Trade is important.
Notes of the last meeting: Agreed as correct, no matters arising.  Andy had circulated a draft leaflet and has added suggestions to produce a final version since last meeting.
Looking at ways forward
Local Council support
The Town Council have passed a resolution to support Fairtrade and correspondence has clarified that this is a whole town bid, not solely linked to Churches Together in Sudbury.
Nigel and Adrian agreed to find out whether tea and coffee served in the town hall at public events is Fairtrade and encourage use of Fairtrade if not used already.  Councillors may bring their own for use at meetings and we suggested a way of encouraging individuals to use Fairtrade may be to hold a tea tasting event.
Fairtrade items in local shops/businesses
Elizabeth has produced a list detailing what Fairtrade products are available from retailers in town, but the list needs regular updating.  It was suggested that different people approach different retailers to raise the profile of Fairtrade and update the list.  Eg. Sarah offered to visit coffee shops in North Street.  This could be something that Ann and Mary could be involved with?  Those willing to help should contact either Ruth or Elizabeth.
Andy has approached the Secret Garden and they are sympathetic
It was noted that some local retailers may use ethically produced products which don’t carry the Fairtrade mark.
Sally suggested that once we have an active social media feed, free advertising would be a good incentive to offer retailers
Fairtrade items used by community organisations
Ruth noted that all local churches have been encouraged to check and, if need be, renew their Fairtrade status.  Sally noted that Fairtrade is taught as part of the curriculum and Ruth offered to ask Fairtrade Suffolk if there might be speakers available to share experiences of visits to Fairtrade projects.  So far leaflets have been taken to TGS and St Gregory’s Primary School, suggestions on how to approach schools would be appreciated.
Suggestions of other local organisations to approach included AFC Sudbury, Sudbury Rugby Club (Nigel has a contact), Suffolk County Council (libraries), Christopher Centre, The Hive (Ruth will ask) Air Cadets, U3A, WI, Arts Centre at St Peter’s, Gainsborough House, Kingfisher Centre (Active Living).  People are encouraged to approach any existing contacts they might have.
Media Coverage
We agreed to have a stall at Sudbury on Show on 28th March 2026 10am-3pm.  Ruth will apply for a table.  We will need volunteers to staff this.  Could everyone respond when these notes are circulated with their availability, please?
Andy has written an article on Fairtrade for the Weekend Thought in the Suffolk Free press.  It was suggested that we include items in the Sudbury and Melford Community News, Cornard News and Box River News.  We also discussed approaching BBC Suffolk and Suffolk South Radio, especially regarding any Fairtrade Fortnight events.
We need someone with the skill and time to run our social media presence.  This will involve setting up and managing a Facebook page and engaging with other social media as needed.  Everyone was asked to think about how this might be achieved.  Sally said that she would ask if this might be a project that would interest anyone at Ormiston.  Adrian mentioned approaching companies who offer charity volunteering – we would need a charity number for this, but could possibly use The Fairtrade Foundation’s national number.
Malcolm would welcome an offer to take responsibility for the website sudburyfairtrade.org.uk/ .
We discussed possible events for Fairtrade Fortnight (21st September-4th October).  The Fashion Show idea was considered an idea for 2027, but it was suggested smaller events might be better for a launch this year.  These could include a market stall and a tea tasting event.
Steering Group
New members from other community organisations would be welcome, we agreed to produce some material to encourage new members for Sudbury on Show.  A heartfelt plea was made for people to act as chair, secretary and treasurer.
Finance
There is currently £62 in the account.
Any other business
None
Date of next meeting: Thursday 26th February 2026 at 7.30pm at St John’s Methodist Church, York Road.
