Notes from a Fair Trade Steering Group Meeting held on 12th November 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Methodist Church

Present: 
Ruth Ridge, Andy Jowitt, Peter Heard, Malcolm Snow, Elizabeth Lee, Gill Phillips, Sarah Leedham.
The meeting opened with a reading from Amos 5 and a prayer
Apologies: 
Nigel  Bennett, Mary Thompson,  it was noted that Ormiston Academy had hoped to send a representative.
Introduction
The meeting opened with a short powerpoint on the importance of Fair Trade and benefits of being a Fair Trade town.  A document entitled 5 goals for a Fair Trade town was also circulated.
Discussion
·  It was noted that the council has agreed in principle to Sudbury renewing Fair Trade status.
· Peter and Malcolm shared some of the activities the group had done previously.
· A number of businesses across the town stock fair trade products (Oxfam, Roy’s, Sainsbury’s, Co-Op, Esquires Coffee Shop
· The Leisure Centre use Fair Trade tea and Coffee, could other community venues be persuaded to do so?
· Could we organise a big event (fashion show?) to involve the whole town?  The aim is to do  for Fair Trade Fortnight 2026
· Other interest groups could be approached to get involved – WI, Rotary, Oddfellows etc
· Could we have a regular slot in the Suffolk Free Press?
· It was noted that there is a Fair Trade website, which Malcolm S updates and possibly a Facebook page, although we are unsure who manages this.
· We talked about who else could be approached to join the group.
· Peter expressed concern that he and Malcolm Offord are the only two current signatories for the Fair Trade account (held with Suffolk Building Society).  The meeting agreed that Ruth Ridge and Andy Jowitt should become additional signatories on a caretaker basis, whilst the group gets established.
· Malcolm raised the possibility of involving Great Cornard.
Action Points
· To approach Nigel Bennett in order to set date of next meeting – Andy J
· To produce a flyer for circulation to local businesses and groups explaining Fair Trade – Andy J
· To arrange additional signatories – Ruth, Andy J, Peter and Malcolm Offord.
· To approach Thomas Gainsborough School – Sarah Leedham, Joshua Ridge
· To investigate campaigning to get Waitrose to return to using Fair Trade cocoa in its products – Ruth
· To track down who runs the Fair Trade Facebook page – Ruth.
The meeting closed at 8.55pm with the Grace.
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